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Term 3 - Week 4  
Issue 11 - 9th August 2024 

 

 

It has certainly been a busy week as we celebrated the Olympics with a range of activities at different 
year levels on Wednesday. The children had a wonderful time testing their skills in a variety of ways.  
Wearing red to celebrate Red Nose Day on Thursday made the school very colourful as well as raising 
money for such a good cause. 

 

The annual Parent, Carer, Guardian Opinion Survey is underway and provides valuable information to 
schools across the state. If you have any questions, please contact the school office. 

 

Next week all year levels will be involved in a range of activities to reinforce our school values and   
educate the children about ways to be a good friend and citizen as our school takes part in the         
National Week of Action against Bullying. 

 

The final preparations for the swimming program, planned for later this term for the Years 3-6       
students are well underway.  This is a highlight of the year for many of our children.   

 

It is certainly a very busy time at our school. I wish all families a wonderful week. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Leonie Fitzgerald 

PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

 

Dandenong South Primary School has a holistic approach to learning where the  academic, physical,  

social, and emotional needs of all children are fostered through the school’s values of being:  

Be Responsible Be Safe and Respect 

DANDENONG SOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL 
52 Kirkham Road, Dandenong South   

Phone: 03 9792 3726 

 
 THIS NEWSLETTER IS AVAILABLE ON THE 

SCHOOL WEBSITE  
School Website:  www.dandenong-south-ps.vic.edu.au 

(Use this website to access SENTRAL’s Parent Portal) 

Principal: Ms Leonie Fitzgerald 

Assistant Principal: Ms Angela Savaglio 

Acting Assistant Principal: Ms. Peta Emmett  
Acting Assistant Principal Wellbeing: Ms. Deb Handley 

http://www.dandenong-south-ps.vic.edu.au
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Dates to  

remember     

Upcoming  

Events 

Tuesday  
13th August 

Grade 5/6 

Excursion to           

Dandenong Market 

Friday 
16th August 

Grade 5/6 

Excursion to           

Dandenong High 

School 

Tuesday  
13th August 

Grades 3/4 E,F,G 

Prime Science             

Incursion 

Friday 16th August 

Grade 1  

Supreme Science      

Incursion 

Tuesday  
20th August 

Whole School 

Book Week Parade 

Monday  
26th August - 
5th September  

Grades 3-6 

Swimming Program 

Tuesday  
27th August 

Grade 2  

Prime Science          

Incursion 

Wednesday 
28th August 
Friday 
30th August 

Father’s Day Stall 

Thursday  
29th August 

Foundation Excursion 

The Big Goose Farm 

Friday  
30th August 

Grade 1  

Father’s Day Morning 

 

 2024 

 TERM        

DATES 

School  

Holidays 

Term 3 Holidays 

Monday  

15th July 

To 

Friday 20th  

September 

 

Saturday 21st 
September 

To 

Sunday 6th  

October 

Term 4 Holidays 

 Monday  

7th October 

To 

Friday 20th  

December 

Saturday 

 21st December 

To 

Monday  

27th January  

2025  

Calendar Dates 
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Child safety and wellbeing at Dandenong South Primary School 

Information for families and the school community 

 

Dandenong South Primary School is committed to providing an environment where students are 
safe and feel safe.  

 

Our child safety framework includes policies, codes and procedures that explain how we support 
and maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students and protect them from harm. These     
documents are available on our website. It includes our 

• Child Safety Policy 

• Child Safety Reporting and Responding Obligations Procedures, and 

• Child Safety Code of Conduct, which outlines acceptable and unacceptable behaviours for 
all staff and volunteers at our school. 

 

We are also committed to continuous improvement of our child safety framework. We are       
currently reviewing our child safety policies and practices to ensure they are up-to-date and   
effective.  

 
Our students and families are important partners in providing a child safe environment.  

These regular newsletter reminders are one of the ways we ensure our school community is 
aware of: 

• our commitment to child safety, and  

• how to provide feedback or raise child safety concerns. 

 

If you have any concerns about child safety at any time, please contact Deborah Handley on 
9792 3727. Any child safety complaints or concerns are treated seriously. For more information 
about our school’s complaints process, see our Complaints Policy.  

 

We also welcome your ideas on ways we can improve our approach to child safety and          
wellbeing. If you have any suggestions or comments, please contact  

Deborah Handley on 9792 3726 or at deborah.handley@education.vic.gov.au 
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  PARENTS / CAREGIVERS / GUARDIANS ANNUAL SURVEY  

 

We want our parents, caregivers and guardians to tell us what they think. Our school is 

conducting a survey to find out what parents / caregivers / guardians think of our 

school.  

 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 

Department of Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding 

of families’ perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and student engagement. 

The survey is optional but we encourage all families to participate. Our school will use 

the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement 

strategies. 

 

A random sample of approximately 30 per cent of parents / caregivers / guardians has 

been selected to participate in this year’s survey.  

 

The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 29th July to 

Friday 30th August  2024.  

 

The survey will be conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be    

accessed at any convenient time within the survey period on desktop computers,      

laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in English and 10   

other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi,       

Simplified Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese. 

 

The survey results will be communicated to parents / caregivers / guardians through  
annual reporting. Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more                 
information. 
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To embrace the spirit of the 
Olympics and inspired by 
the outstanding efforts of 
the athletes, Foundation 
students and teachers      
celebrated our own         
mini-Olympics at school.     

Everyone had a great   
morning in their green and 
gold colours competing in a 
range of different Olympic 
activities.  
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Over the last two weeks, the Grade One students have been learning about the Olympic 
Games. Students have completed projects and learnt interesting facts about different sports 
and countries. Everyone enjoyed the special Dandenong South Primary School Olympics  
morning and showed their support for the Australian athletes by wearing green and gold. 
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We have been enhancing our comprehension of narratives over the last couple of weeks. This 
involved participating in an engaging incursion presented by The Flying Bookworm company. 
Additionally, everyone had a great time and enjoyed lots of excitement during our Olympic  
activity morning. 

 



Page 8   Issue 11 2024 

 

 
 
 
 

 

In the Middle Sub School, the students have been learning about Physical and Chemical         
Science. As a part of this, they have been investigating forces and states of matter.  

They will continue to explore by watching and creating their own experiments. We were lucky 
enough to have an incursion from Prime Science.  

Students gained knowledge from observing mini explosions, dancing colors, making links to 
the water cycle and discovering a peculiar substance called Oobleck.  

    

     Students learn through experiments.  
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The SSS students have been learning about Geography for several weeks. This was a very 

popular topic with the students. They found it fascinating to learn about other cultures’ food, 

population, landmarks and celebrations.  

Last week the SSS students shared their Inquiry Project with their peers. As you can see from 
the photos, they did an excellent job of presenting their work 
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This week the foundation students have been investigating the constellations and how they 
are formed. Students used playdough and toothpicks, to create their own constellations and 
name them. 
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               Winter Division Team Finals 

 

On Wednesday the 31st of July, the school football team and the girls soccer team competed at the 
Winter Division Team Finals. Both teams were successful and won their competition. They will now 
compete at the Region Finals. Go Dandy South! 

Literacy and Book Week Celebration 
 

Literacy and Book Week will be celebrated at Dandenong South Primary School on 
Tuesday 20th August 2024. This year’s theme is ‘Reading is Magic.’ During the 
week, teachers and students will decorate their classroom doorways representative of 
their favourite storybook. 
 
As part of our Literacy and Book Week celebrations, we will be having a special pa-
rade on Tuesday, 20th August 2024 highlighting many interesting book characters. 

Students are encouraged to come to school dressed up as their favourite book char-
acter. The parade will begin at 9:15am and finish at approximately 10:30am in the 
school gymnasium. 

Family members are most welcome to come and join in the 
celebrations. 

 
After recess, all students will be involved in Literacy Week  
activities. 
 



Page 12   Issue 11 2024 

 

English Language Program 
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August 2024 
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August 2024 
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English Class Program 

August 2024 


